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EARLY INTERVENTIONN V N ON

CO-Hear Coordinator

Contacts Familyy

C l t CO

Consult with PCP/
Medical Home

•Consult with Part C Community Agencies

Complete CO-
Hear Form and 
submit to HCP

•Colorado Hands and Voices/GBYS

•Child Find

•Public Health



Parents with ExperienceParents with Experience
Parents with Training



Benefits of Parent to ParentBenefits of Parent to Parent 
Supportpp

“Social networks with other parents of children who are Social networks with other parents of children who are 
deaf were associated with less isolation, acceptance of 
their child, and improved interactional responsivity.”, p p y

M. Hintermaier, 2000



Benefits of Support fromBenefits of Support from 
Professionals

We had nothing and no one to guide us through 
the maze of understanding hearing loss, 
audiology  and the whole new set of terms we audiology, and the whole new set of terms we 
didn’t know until we met our CO‐Hear. “

Katie Greene, mom of Emma in Cortez, CO



The Professional‐GBYS Relationship
Building the team

Mutual respect for role
Knowing each other’s story/background

T k i  A tiTeamwork in Action
Co visits
Tag team supportTag team support
Advanced app: advocacy in the system



The Art(?) of the Co‐Visit
Scheduling the visit

Question prompts

Happy accidents

d l lIdealism vs. Realism 



From the ParentsFrom the Parents



Creating a Safe Environment
Conversation vs.
a strict agenda

Home Turf Advantage

Benefits of dialogue 

Fielding the “out of the box”  
question



Takin’ it home



Contacts
Sara Kennedy, Assistant Director, Colorado Families 
for Hands & Voices

di h d d ieditor@handsandvoices.org

D i  D i P d i  C l d  H i  R  Denise Davis‐Pedrie, Colorado Hearing Resource 
Coordinator (CO‐Hear)

ddped@msn.comddped@msn.com



The Last Words


